GENERAL ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 11TH, 2022

Jefferson County Judicial Races 2022
This information is provided to inform Jefferson County Kentucky voters of the
qualifications of the many candidates for judge. All the local judgeships are up for election this
year and there are many choices to consider.
I have included information on each candidate that will be on the November ballot.
Tuesday, October 11, 2022, is the last day to register in order to vote in the November election.
General Election Day 2022 is Tuesday, November 8. Polls will be open from 6am to 6pm.
Attempts were made by the staff to contact each primary candidate for their input. We
asked for a picture, a resume or short bio, and a statement as to why each candidate was running.
If no contact was made or there was no response, I merely tried to glean as much information as
possible from an internet search. Many of the candidates have websites. If I was able to find
one, the address is listed with the candidate’s information.
This guide begins with the candidates for the Supreme Court of Kentucky and then the
Kentucky Court of Appeals. Candidates for Jefferson District Courts are listed by Division as
are candidates for the Jefferson Circuit Court. No information has been provided on candidates
who are running unopposed. That includes all Jefferson County Family Court candidates. Those
candidates are however listed in the list of candidates immediately following this letter. If you
have questions about this guide, feel free to contact me at jcpll@bluegrass.net

We hope that you find this information helpful.

❖ Amy Hilliard
Director
Jefferson County Public Law Library
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Supreme Court of KY, District 4

JC District Court, Division 6

Angela McCormick Bisig
Jason Bowman

Justin C. Brown
Lisa L. Langford

KY Court of Appeals, District 4, Div. 1

JC District Court, Division 7

Audra Jean Eckerle
Tricia Lister

Shannon Fauver
Megan McDonald

KY Court of Appeals, District 4, Div. 2

JC District Court, Division 8

McKenzie Cantrell
Annette Karem

Karen Faulkner
Jessica Stone

JC District Court, Division 1

JC District Court, Division 9

Anthony Jones
Emily Monarch

Kaitlin Smith Dean
Tanisha Ann Hickerson

JC District Court, Division 2

JC District Court, Division 10

Amber Wolf (unopposed)

R. Christian Garrison
Sara Michael Nicholson

JC District Court, Division 3

JC District Court, Division 11

Kelly Ann Bowles
Kristina Garvey

Jessica Ann Moore (unopposed)

JC District Court, Division 4

JC District Court, Division 12

Yvette De La Guardia
Lora Holman

Josephine Layne Bucker (unopposed)

JC District Court, Division 13
JC District Court, Division 5
Anne Delahanty (unopposed)
Jennifer H. Leibson (unopposed)
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JC District Court, Division 14

JC Circuit Court, Division 3

Stephanie Pearce Burke (unopposed)

Mitch Perry (unopposed)

JC District Court, Division 15

JC Circuit Court, Division 4

Claudette Patton
Mary Jude Wolford

Ebert Haegele
Julie Kaelin

JC District Court, Division 16

JC Circuit Court, Division 5

Katie King (unopposed)

Tracy Davis
Mary Shaw

JC District Court, Division 17
JC Circuit Court, Division 6
Erica Lee Williams (unopposed)
Jessica Green (unopposed)

JC Family Court, all divisions
unopposed
Angela Johnson (Division 1)
Shelley Santry (Division 2)
Lori Goodwin (Division 3)
Lauren Adams Ogden (Division 4)
Tara Hagerty (Division 5)
A. Christine Ward (Division 6)
Denise Brown (Division 7)
Bryan Gatewood (Division 8)
Gina Calvert (Division 9)
Derwin Webb (Division 10)

JC Circuit Court, Division 7
Melissa Bellows
Theodore “Ted” Shouse

JC Circuit Court, Division 8
Jennifer Bryant Wilcox (unopposed)

JC Circuit Court, Division 9
Sarah Clay
Nichole Compton

JC Circuit Court, Division 1
JC Circuit Court, Division 10
Eric Haner (unopposed)

JC Circuit Court, Division 2

Dorislee Gilbert
Patricia “Tish” Morris

Annie O’Connell (unopposed)
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JC Circuit Court, Division 11

JC Circuit Court, Division 12

Brian Edwards (unopposed)

Susan Shultz Gibson (unopposed)

JC Circuit Court, Division 13
Ann Bailey Smith (unopposed)
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Angela McCormick Bisig, candidate for the
Supreme Court of Kentucky, District 4
Judge Angela McCormick Bisig has been a member of
the Kentucky judiciary for 19 years. The past two years she
served as Chief Circuit Court Judge. She is also one of two
circuit judges handling cases on a newly formed business
court project. She was elected to the circuit court in
November 2012. Prior to this post, Judge Bisig was elected
and served for 10 years as a Jefferson County district judge,
where she was first elected in 2002. Judge Bisig worked as a
juvenile court judge for many years and helped to establish a
special program called the Enhanced Supervision Docket
requiring court supervision of domestic violence offenders.
Before becoming a judge, Judge Bisig worked as a prosecutor in the area of domestic violence
and sexual assaults for 7 years.
Judge Bisig is very involved in the community and is a founding member of Restorative
Justice Louisville which is now a division of the Volunteers of America. She assisted in
bringing a restorative justice pilot project to juvenile court. This project is transforming youth in
our community who have been charged with crimes in juvenile court. She also serves on the
Disproportionate Minority Confinement Committee of the juvenile court. She has worked for
years as a member of the Chief Justice’s Racial Fairness Task Force.
Judge Bisig is involved in our community’s international community. She served for 9
years on the Board of Directors of the World Affairs Council of Kentucky and Southern Indiana
and regularly hosts international delegations in her home. She also started the first ever language
and cultural immersion program for the Jefferson County court system.
Judge Bisig was voted the “Judge of the Year” by the Louisville Bar Association both in
2013 and in 2020. She was named the Kentucky Justice Association “Judge of the Year” in 2016.
She was also named the Women Lawyer’s Association outstanding member in 2020. She has
also been named a Muhammad Ali Daughter of Greatness.
https://www.bisigforjustice.com/
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Jason A. Bowman, candidate for the
Supreme Court of Kentucky, District 4
I am the president and lead attorney of Bowman Legal, Inc, a law
firm located in Louisville, Kentucky. A wholly owned veteran
business. I have worked for a variety of sized firms and have had
corner offices, but I found that meeting the client where they are
and meeting their needs far outweighed the nice office.
As a child who grew up in a divorced home, I have personal
knowledge of what your family may be going through. I use my experiences and my education to
help my clients through difficult and emotional times. I use my personal experiences as well as
my professional experiences to help my clients in any way that I can.
A 2000 graduate of the University of Louisville with a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration, I attended Texas A&M University School of Law, where I obtained my Juris
Doctor in 2004. That same year, the State Bar of Texas admitted me to practice, and the
Kentucky Bar Association admitted me in 2005.
I am a graduate of the National Institute for Trial Advocacy, a fellow with the American
Academy of Matrimonial Layers and have been named a rising star by Super Lawyers.
I am active in a number of professional legal organizations, including the State Bar of Texas,
Louisville Bar Association and the Kentucky Bar Association. I have served as the treasurer and
vice-chair for the Kentucky Bar Association Family Law Section as well as the vice-chair for the
Louisville Bar Association Family Law Section.
https://www.bowmanlegalgroup.com/about/jason-a-bowman/
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Audra Jean Eckerle, candidate for the KENTUCKY COURT
OF APPEALS, District 4, Division 1
Audra Eckerle earned her Doctor of Jurisprudence at Boalt
Hall School of Law, University of California at Berkeley in
1991. She has been a life-long resident of Louisville,
graduating from Sacred Heart Academy in 1984.
“It is my honor to serve you as a Judge in Jefferson Circuit
Court, Division 7, over which I have presided since election in
2007. My colleagues on the bench elected me as Chief
Regional Circuit Judge from 2012 to 2013.
Prior to being elected as a Circuit Court Judge, I was appointed
and elected as a District Court Judge, where I served four
years. My colleagues there also unanimously elected me as a Chief Regional District Judge
during that time.
Prior to my service on the bench, I practiced law for over 12 years. I had varied civil and
criminal practice, including serving as General Counsel for a publicly-traded, national assisted
living company, as an attorney at both large and medium-sized civil firms, and as an assistant
county attorney. I represented men, women, children, and seniors seeking justice from our Court
system. As a lawyer and Judge, I have listened patiently and acted promptly. I treat each person
with dignity, respect, and impartiality. I know the law, and I apply it fairly. My rulings are clear
and issued without delay.
With your support, I will be elected in 2022 as Judge on the Court of Appeals, where I will
continue to work tirelessly to give you justice in a timely and professional manner. I humbly ask
for your vote. Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to serve.”
www.judgeaudraeckerle.com
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Tricia Lister, candidate for the KENTUCKY COURT OF
APPEALS, District 4, Division 1
I’m Tricia Lister, and I am running for the
Court of Appeals, District 4, Division 1. I
would appreciate your vote on November 8th.

I graduated from the University of Louisville
School of Law in 2005 and have been practicing criminal defense and appeals in Louisville since
that time. I have completed over 45 appeals and have the experience to be an excellent Court of
Appeals Judge. My hope is to bring a broad lens to focus on Justice For All and unfettered access
to the courts.

I am a proud JCPS graduate, as are all three of my children. Before becoming a lawyer, I worked
at a pre-school, worked at the California Supreme Court Law Library in San Francisco, spent
several years as a stay-at-home mom, worked as a barista, and acted as a doula in thirteen births.

As a lawyer, I have been a staff attorney for Attorney David Lambertus, and then started my own
complex motions and appeals practice, where I research and write about the law every day. Also,
I am the President-Elect of the Jefferson County Women Lawyers Association.

I will bring a background of broad and varied life-experiences to the court while deciding what
the laws mean in Kentucky and how they should be applied. I am honest, smart, and fair. Take a
look at ListerForJudge.com to learn more about me. I look forward to this opportunity to serve
my community. Please vote November 8th to send me to the Court of Appeals. Thank you.
https://www.listerforjudge.com/
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McKenzie Cantrell, Jefferson County candidate for the
KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALS, District 4, Division 2
McKenzie Cantrell is a member of the Kentucky
House of Representatives, representing District 38.
She assumed office in 2017. Her current term ends on
January 1, 2023. She earned a law degree from the
University of Louisville. Cantrell’s career experience
includes working as a non-profit employment attorney.
She has volunteered with the University of Louisville's
law clinic.
2021-2022
Cantrell was assigned to the following committees:
•

Economic Development & Workforce Investment

Committee
•

Elections, Const. Amendments &

Intergovernmental Affairs Committee
•

House Judiciary Committee

•

House Natural Resources and Energy Committee

2019-2020
Cantrell was assigned to the following committees:
•

Elections, Const. Amendments & Intergovernmental Affairs Committee

•

Economic Development & Workforce Investment Committee

•

House Judiciary Committee

Information from https://ballotpedia.org/McKenzie_Cantrell
https://www.facebook.com/McKenzieCantrellforCourtofAppeals
https://www.cantrellforcourt.com/
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Annette Karem, Jefferson County candidate for the
KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALS, District 4, Division 2
Annette Karem has served as a Jefferson County District
Court Judge for 16 years. Before taking the bench, she was a
domestic violence prosecutor. She received her JD from the
University of Louisville.
“Not long ago, I celebrated the 25th anniversary of my law
school class graduation. In those 25 years, I have been
blessed to have worked with some of the best lawyers in the
Commonwealth both in private practice and as a prosecutor.
My career I the years before I took the bench included civil
defense and appellate work as well as prosecuting domestic
violence, sexual assault, and crimes against children. In 2006, I was elected to the District Court
bench where I now serve as Chief Judge. It has been my honor to serve the citizens of the
Commonwealth in this capacity. The Honorable Judge Denise Clayton announced that she will
retire at the end of this term, which leaves an opening on the Court of Appeals. I am running for
this open seat, a position through which I can continue to serve both the city and the state that
mean so much to me. I humbly ask for your support and your vote for my election to the Court
of Appeals.”
https://karemforjudge.com/
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Anthony Jones, candidate for the Jefferson County
District Court, Division 1
In October of 2011, Anthony Jones was sworn into the
Kentucky Bar. For the last decade, Anthony has fought for
the equal application of the law to all people.

Beginning in June 2012, Anthony accepted a position
as a Public Defender in the Henderson Office of the
Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy. Anthony
practiced extensively in Henderson, Crittenden, Union,
and Webster counties. Within those counties, Anthony
zealously advocated for his clients in Juvenile, District, Circuit, and Family Court.

After four-plus years with DPA, Anthony moved to Louisville to start his career as an Assistant
County Attorney prosecuting in Mike O’Connell’s office. In this role, Anthony prepared and
negotiated criminal cases on behalf of the Commonwealth. In less than 2 years, Mr. O’Connell
promoted Anthony to Division Chief. As Division Chief, Anthony maintains a full caseload, is
responsible for training and supervising other attorneys, handles high level cases, and coordinates
special projects for the Office. Anthony has worked on multiple pilot projects in Jefferson District
Court including helping to implement an adult Restorative Justice initiative. He works closely with
justice partners including LMPD, the Louisville Metro Public Defenders Office and the District
Court Judicial Bench.

Outside of the courtroom, Anthony is married to his high school sweetheart, Becki. Becki is a
schoolteacher employed by JCPS. Together, they are raising their son Lincoln. Lincoln keeps
Anthony busy coaching his various sports. The family also includes one lovable rescue pup, Jack
Black.
https://www.anthonyjonesforjudge.com/
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Emily Monarch, candidate for the Jefferson County ,
District Court, Division 1
“I am excited to run for District Court Judge in
Division 1 of the 30th Judicial Circuit. Jefferson
County needs fresh leadership committed to protecting
the safety and well being of our citizens. District Court
has the ability to solve community problems by
providing an efficient, transparent and impartial system
of justice that addresses not only these problems but
their under lying causes as well.
Over the past 7 years I have served the citizens of Jefferson and surrounding counties by creating
and leading a law firm dedicated to helping families navigate the legal and financial challenges
of advanced age, chronic illness and disability. For many of these families, these challenges
mark the first time they have ever navigated the legal system or hired a lawyer. I understand how
overwhelming the court system can feel and how important it is for these clients to be treated
with dignity and respect. In my practice, I frequently appear in the probate and guardianship
areas of District Court.
I live in Louisville, KY with my husband and three children. I have been an attorney for almost
20 years. During that time, I have developed the ability to think both critically and creatively,
achieve results while practicing patience, and most importantly, to always look for the best in
others.
I will deliver justice impartially and treat every person who comes before me with kindness,
dignity, and respect.”

www.monarchforjudge.com
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Kelly Ann Bowles, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 3
Kelly is a compassionate advocate who has been
teaching for Jefferson County Public Schools for the last 6
years. She has been an attorney in good standing with the
Kentucky Bar Association for 10 years, and has worked in
personal injury, medical malpractice, and employment
discrimination. Kelly has been married for 13 years to her
loving spouse, Madelyn and they have three children:
Finley(8), Arthur(5), and Maryn (2).
Through Kelly’s years of public service in education,
she has seen firsthand how the judicial system effects our community. She knows how addiction
and mental illness are key factors in our criminal justice system and will advocate for the use of
Drug Courts, case managers, and Tim’s Law to help ensure that individuals are getting their
needs met and the jail is not overcrowded with people who need services beyond what the
correction officer’s abilities. She understands that the cash bail system is broken and advocates
for a move for detaining similar to the federal system. As a union member and employment
discrimination attorney herself, she understands the importance of collaboration and unity for
change and will champion for unions whenever possible.
Kelly is an advocate for the LGBTQ+ community and will work hard to be inclusive and
provide equitable and fair treatment to whomever is in the courthouse. Finally, Kelly believe
that District Court is The People’s Court. The Court belongs to the people and should serve the
people. When Kelly is elected as a District Court Judge, she will provide empathic, honest, fair
and equitable adherence to the law. Together we can bring back Louisville’s title City of
Compassion.
https://kellybowles.com/
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Kristina Garvey, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 3
“My name is Judge Kristina Garvey and I am running
for Re-Election as your Jefferson County District
Court Judge, Division 3. I was elected in 2018 and am
currently serving my fourth year on the bench. Since
being elected, I have had the opportunity to sit in every
type of court that is offered in Jefferson District
Courts. I have presided over thousands of cases, both
criminal and civil matters.
Prior to being elected in 2018, I served as a prosecutor with the Jefferson County Attorney’s
Office in both the general criminal division and the domestic violence unit. I have had the
opportunity to gain trial experience from both sides of the bench during bench trials and jury
trials. I have also litigated and presided over many types of court hearings. I have the experience
that is needed for this position and know I am the most qualified candidate in my race.
I’ve been a lifelong resident of Kentucky and I am proud to call it home. This incredible
community has not only shaped me into the person I am today, but it is also a big reason I have
such high hopes for the future.
Our community deserves judges with strong character who will work hard both on and off the
bench. Jefferson County needs judges who are honest and will serve with fairness and integrity,
that is why I am running for Re-Election and that is why I am asking for your vote on November
8th.”
https://www.garveyforjudge.com/
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Yvette De La Guardia, candidate for the Jefferson
County, District Court, Division 4
Yvette De La Guardia worked as an Education Specialist with Upward Bound before attending
law school at the University of Kentucky College of Law. During law school she participated in
the Student Public Interest Law Foundation and Trial Advocacy
Board and was a volunteer with the Children’s Law Center. She
also served as a staff editor for the Kentucky Journal of Equine,
Agriculture, and Natural Resources Law.
Upon her graduation in 2014 she became an attorney for the
Louisville Metro Public Defender Corporation where she was an
appellate attorney who prepared and litigated dozens of appeals
and original actions in state appellate courts and provided legal
training and education to staff attorneys and paralegals. She has
practiced in Jefferson County courts, Kentucky Court of
Appeals, and the Kentucky Supreme Court. Yvette served as a
Juvenile Trial Attorney for the public defender’s office from June 2014-May 2018. She
advocated for children in hundreds of cases in juvenile, family, and adult criminal court. She
received the Excellence in Advocacy Award for obtaining a full acquittal of a child tried as an
adult.
De La Guardia is now a solo practitioner with extensive litigation experience in criminal,
juvenile and family law who also continues to provide pro bono counsel for indigent clients of
the Louisville Metro Public Defender Corporation. She actively volunteers with local
organizations such as La Casita Center, Y-NOW Mentoring Program and the Friends of the
Louisville Free Public Library.
https://www.yvettedelaguardia.com/
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Lora Holman, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 4
I have been an attorney in Jefferson County for 21
years and have experience in all facets of District
Court. I began my career as a prosecutor and victims
advocate with the Jefferson County Attorney’s Office
handling domestic violence cases, misdemeanors (such
as possession of drugs, prostitution, and assault cases)
traffic court (including DUIs) and warrant court
matters. Next, I joined a local law firm to learn the civil
side and have made court appearances related to
litigation all over the state of Kentucky. Currently, I am
a solo practitioner focused on Jefferson and surrounding counties and engage in civil litigation,
Probate, and Guardianship court. The guardianship office of the Jefferson County District Court
often appoints me as a GAL (guardian ad litem) to represent the rights of individuals for whom
guardianship is sought. This gives me an opportunity to be a voice for those often unable to
advocate for themselves.
I made the decision over 20 years ago to pursue a legal career because I wanted to help adult
victims of domestic violence and volunteered as a law student with the Center for Women and
Families, followed by working with the domestic violence prosecutors at JCAO.
My husband, Jason, and I have been married for 17 years. His service to his country as a former
First Sargent in the Army and to our community now as a Nurse has motivated me to seek a role
where I can make a greater impact. As a Judge, I believe that I could make a difference in the
community by upholding the law, treating everyone that appears in the courtroom with respect,
having empathy and compassion for those who are suffering, and having a genuine concern for
all of the cases on the docket, knowing that behind each case number is an actual human being.
www.electloraholmanjudge.com
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Justin C. Brown, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 6
Justin has nearly two-decades of daily courtroom
experience, which is the more than many of the current
District Court judges. Although he is honored to have
won many awards and even appeared on the First 48
television show, he remains most proud of having
tirelessly defended the people of our community in both
federal and state (District and Circuit) courts. He has
been able to zealously advocate for the members of this community in every single Courtroom in
Jefferson County District Court; and he has done so effectively and tirelessly since April 2004.

Justin began his career as a public defender in April 2004 and took his first case to jury trial
only 5-months later. During his years as a Public Defender, he advanced from a trial attorney in
the adult division to a Deputy Division Chief in the Adult Trial Division, supervising and
mentoring a dozen or more other attorneys.

In the summer of 2010, Justin took a great leap and opened what has grown to be a respected
and successful solo law practice. In his roles as both a public servant and a private attorney,
Justin has fought hard for the people of this community all the while guided by the Rule of Law
and the spirit of justice for all.

Justin, as do you believes in this democracy. He believes in our Bill of Rights. He believes in
our Constitution. He believes in following the law. Justin is not afraid to make tough decisions.
He is not afraid to make unpopular decisions. He is not afraid to stand by those decisions. It is
time to expect hard work from your judges. It’s time to be smart on crime.
https://www.brownfordistrictjudge.com/
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Lisa Langford, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 6
“My name is LISA L. LANGFORD, and I
was born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky. My
father retired from a 33-year career with the IRS,
and my mother retired from Jefferson County
Public Schools (JCPS), where she taught and
served as counselor to thousands of children in
Jefferson County.
My hard work in the private sector, prior
and during law school, was with GE and
HUMANA, and my work in the public arena was
with the City of Louisville Law Department. Subsequently, I accepted employment in the
Jefferson County Attorney’s Office, where I faithfully served our community from 2003 until my
election to the bench in November 2018.
My personal journey, as well as my extensive professional experience in criminal
litigation, employment law, government law, and customer/client relations, coupled with my
legal education at the Louis D. Brandeis School of Law, led to my thoughtful decision to become
a prosecutor. Throughout my career as an Assistant County Attorney, I made fair and balanced
judgments while serving my community and its residents with honor.
After winning the general election in 2018, I was sworn in as a Jefferson County District
Court Judge in January 2019. It has been my distinct pleasure and honor to serve my community
while presiding over a plethora of criminal and civil court cases at the Jefferson County Hall of
Justice. In addition, I have made rulings in numerous bond motions and probable cause hearings
as well as bench and jury trials.
I absolutely love my job, and I strive daily to treat every person who enters my courtroom
with courtesy, respect and dignity while making tough, but fair and legally sound decisions.
Thus, I graciously look forward to winning re-election in 2022 and retaining my seat on the
bench.”
https://keepjudgelisallangford.com/
PROVIDED BY
JEFFERSON COUNTY PUBLIC LAW LIBRARY

GENERAL ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 11TH, 2022

Shannon Fauver, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 7
Shannon Fauver has been in private practice in Kentucky
since 2004 after receiving her JD from the U of L Brandeis
School of Law. She has been involved in many committees
in the Louisville Bar Association including the Small Firm
and Social Security sections as well as the Pro Bono Panel.
Hi, I’m Shannon Fauver and I’m running for Jefferson
District Court Judge. The day after I was sworn in, I started
my own law practice. I went to law school to represent
people who don’t usually have a voice in the legal system.
For the last 18 years, I have represented thousands of clients from Traffic Court to the U.S.
Supreme Court.
#Experience Matters and that’s why I’m a candidate.
A District Judge should know the law, have practiced the law and have a deep knowledge of the
matters that come before the Court.
My experience has uniquely prepared me and I'm ready to be your District Court Judge.
After 18 years of practice, I have seen how important it is to have judges that have a breadth of
legal and life experiences to correctly apply the law.
Louisville needs judges that will treat everyone with dignity and respect and base their decisions
on the law.
As a Judge I will look at every case, and every person, as an individual entitled to Justice and
fairness no matter your social or financial status.

https://shannonjudge811278867.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwAR18agjS7_3yOBwP9QKgvZgWN_
iVOjodTO007XCbDvPupll3GaVt43X_ByI
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Megan McDonald, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 7
I received my law degree from the University of
Louisville with a focus on dispute resolution (mediation
and arbitration). Currently, I am a partner in the law firm
of Nelson, McDonald and Shrewsbury and have appeared
in District Courts throughout the Commonwealth. My
practice covers general areas of law with some focus on
expungements, wills, trust, and conservatorships. I also
work as a mediator at M & M Mediations and have
participated in well over 500 complex civil litigation
mediations. I have experience with a variety of cases
including personal injury, medical malpractice, business
disputes and construction/real estate issues.
I previously served as the Program Coordinator for the Ackerson Law Clinic at the
University of Louisville School of Law. In that capacity, I wore many hats. I assisted victims of
domestic violence, supervised and instructed students participating in the mediation clinic, and
oversaw the administrative aspect of running the clinic. I was also fortunate to have the
opportunity to work in many of the offices at the courthouse as a young adult.
Additionally, I worked in the filing room over the summer in high school, at the traffic
window in undergrad college, and as both a family court bench clerk and a domestic violence
intake center clerk the year before I started law school. In truth, I grew up with the law. Both of
my parents, Tom and Dee McDonald, are retired judges and they are the best role models anyone
could ask for. Their example helped me to develop the strength of character and passion for
justice that is so necessary for anyone seeking to serve as a judge. I witnessed first-hand the
compassion, empathy and wisdom they both brought to the Bench. These lessons are a part of
who I am and will influence the kind of judge I hope to be.
https://www.facebook.com/meganmcdee
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Karen Faulkner, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 8
Following college, Karen obtained her J.D. from the
University of Louisville. After more than five years as a
public defender, Karen took what she’d learned as a public
servant and opened a private practice, where she has
continued to defend her clients and work for their
freedom. Her work as a Parent’s Attorney in Family
Court, along with her passionate representation of
juveniles for the Department of Juvenile Justice, has
earned her the honor of being recognized for five consecutive years as one of Louisville
Magazine’s “Top Lawyers.” At the same time, Karen served as an adjunct professor at the
Brandeis School of Law, lecturing on Trial Practice in 2013 and 2015.
In January 2014, Karen made the decision to run for the office of County Attorney because she
saw a need for change and felt it was time to demand it. Today, her dedication to the people of
Jefferson County has only grown more fervent, so she decided to stand for election as District
Court Judge. As Judge she will make certain that all people who enter the court system, both the
victims and the accused, are treated fairly and with respect. She will work to uphold the law and
ensure her courtroom is run efficiently and fairly. Karen promises to support Mental Health
Court, Drug Court, Veterans Treatment Court, Restorative Justice, and any other programs that
become available in District Court and would like to work on expanding social programs for
youth that are involved in the Juvenile Justice system. She is a supporter of bail reform and
following the law as it pertains to setting reasonable bail so that all factors, including ability to
pay is part of the discussion.
Karen is a wife and mother to seven-year-old, Liam, and one year old Leo, who always keeps her
on her toes. She understands the challenges of being a working parent and will strive to make
her courtroom accessible to all. In everything she has undertaken in life, Karen has been hardworking and dedicated. The people of Jefferson County deserve no less in their District Court
Judge.
https://www.votekarenfaulkner.com/
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Jessica Stone, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 8
Jessica Stone earned her Juris Doctor degree from California
Western School of Law. After graduating from law school
in 2010, Jessica worked in legal at financial institutions by
day and waited tables at night and on weekends. She passed
two bar exams (California and Kentucky). Since obtaining
her Kentucky law license, Jessica has advocated for and
represented victims of domestic violence in family court,
while operating a solo family law practice.

She volunteered for the Legal Aid Society of Louisville and handled over one hundred Domestic
Violence Order hearing assignments pro bono for which she was awarded Legal Aid Society’s
Outstanding Volunteer Attorney in 2015.

In 2017, Jessica was selected and sworn as a Jefferson County Assistant County Attorney in the
Criminal Division where she continues to serve today.

While assigned to the Special Victims Unit, she prosecuted child abuse cases and domestic
violence cases in criminal court. Outside of criminal and family law experience, Jessica worked
at Cotton Wolfinbarger & Associates representing employees in Worker Compensation actions.
Jessica interned with the Navy JAG in San Diego and was selected for USMC Officer Candidate
School.

https://www.jessicastoneforjudge.com/
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Kaitlin Smith Dean, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 9

The Law Office of Kaitlin Smith Dean provides
aggressive legal representation, specializing in the
areas of family law, civil litigation and criminal
defense. We are determined to help our clients achieve
successful legal outcomes by providing support and
guidance tailored to each individual client. We utilize
strategic litigation methods to build compelling cases,
and take a creative and passionate approach to advocacy both inside and outside of the
courtroom. Our top priority is to protect clients' rights and interests, as we fight to secure the best
possible outcomes in complex legal situations.

https://ksdeanlaw.business.site/?fbclid=IwAR0lPMSs5zerRbSLgdzYQ1lUZVCnXfPvI2HWhKL96O2RADKbDQvh-rjwJI
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Tanisha Ann Hickerson, candidate for the Jefferson
County, District Court, Division 9
Tanisha A. Hickerson was elected as a Jefferson
County District Court Judge in 2018. During her term,
she has presided over various cases, from criminal,
traffic, small claims, juvenile to probate matters.

Judge Hickerson is active in the legal community,
serving as Chair of the Criminal Justice Commission, an
advisory council that encourages the development of
effective policies and practices within the local criminal justice system; member of the
Opportunity Network, a program that advocates for successful reentry into society after
incarceration; former board member and active member of the Louisville Bar Association; and
past vice president and active member of the Charles W. Anderson, Jr. Bar Association (formerly
known as the Louisville Black Lawyers Association). She also volunteers with the YMCA
Black Achievers Program as a Law and Government Cluster Leader and is both a basketball and
volleyball official for the Kentucky High School Athletic Association, but also officiates for
various adult, youth and Special Olympic leagues.

Including her legal practice as attorney, Judge Hickerson has almost sixteen (16) years of
legal experience she brings to the bench. Prior to her term on the bench, Judge Hickerson
practiced civil litigation defense law for approximately twelve (12) years, lastly as a Partner at
the firm of Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer, which at the time was the nation’s largest
minority owned law firm.
https://www.votehickersonforjudge.com/
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R. Christian Garrison, candidate for the Jefferson
County, District Court, Division 10
R. Christian Garrison is an associate in the Louisville,
Kentucky office of Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A.
He focuses his practice in the areas of general liability,
insurance defense and coverage matters including motor
vehicle liability, premises liability and negligent security
actions, and investigations involving suspicious losses,
staged accidents, and suspected fraud.

Prior to entering private practice at QPWB, Mr. Garrison practiced in the area of criminal trials
prosecuting general criminal cases in the Jefferson County District Court as an assistant county
attorney. He also worked as a post-conviction staff attorney with the Kentucky Department of
Public Advocacy.

In the course of this work and since 2011, he represented incarcerated clients within Kentucky
prisons on meritorious post-conviction challenges to their state court and other constitutional
violations, while vigorously supporting their interests from the investigatory stage through plea
negotiation, and including proceedings in the Kentucky Court of Appeals, Kentucky Supreme
Court, U.S. District Courts in Kentucky, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Mr.
Garrison also worked as an assistant public defender in the Louisville-Jefferson County Public
Defender Corporation.

Mr. Garrison received his Juris Doctor from Ohio Northern University College of Law in May
2009 and Bachelor of Arts from Wittenberg University, Springfield, Ohio, in August 2004,
graduating with a major in political science.

https://linktr.ee/votegarrison

PROVIDED BY
JEFFERSON COUNTY PUBLIC LAW LIBRARY

GENERAL ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 11TH, 2022

Sara Michael Nicholson, candidate for Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 10
Judge Sara Nicholson was first elected to District
Court, Division 10 by Jefferson County voters in 2016, and
was re-elected in 2018.
She earned her law degree from the University of
Louisville Brandeis School of Law. Prior to law school, she
graduated with degrees in accounting and finance from the
Kelley School of Business at Indiana University.
During her service to the District Court, Judge
Nicholson has presided over all case types, including general
criminal, small claims, guardianship, mental health, and
probate. She served as the Pilot Program Judge over Matterhorn, helping to bring on-line
payments options for court costs and fines to Jefferson County.
During the pandemic, Judge Nicholson instituted changes to the rules in Small Claims
that allow parties to better prepare for their day in Court. These rules are still in use today.
With a reputation for good judicial temperament, empathy, and the ability to remain
impartial, Judge Nicholson possesses qualities that are absolutely necessary for a proper and
thorough understanding of the consequences each judicial decision has on individuals appearing
before the court.
Judge Nicholson begins each day with a goal to achieve fair and equal justice for every
individual. This goal was a value strongly held by her late grandfather, Circuit Court Judge S.
Rush Nicholson, who considered it a judge’s greatest honor and greatest obligation.
Judge Sara Nicholson was born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky. She and her husband,
Frank, have a two-year old daughter and are expecting a second daughter.

https://www.facebook.com/JudgeSaraNicholson/
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Claudette Patton, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 15
CLAUDETTE W. PATTON (JD, MEd) is a highly regarded
litigator and respected attorney with 30 years of experience in
law and education. Claudette is a former Assistant Attorney
General for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, Law Clerk for
the US District Court Western Division, university professor,
and seminar lecturer at the Brandeis School of Law at the
University of Louisville. She was appointed by the Governor
of Kentucky as a member of the Commonwealth’s Child
Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Prevention Board. She is
recognized statewide for her expertise and professional skills in Family and Eldercare
Mediation.
Currently she volunteers to assist Kentucky residents with their eligibility for Social Security
Disability and SSI benefits in Eastern Kentucky through AppalReD Legal Aid, providing access,
advice and other assistance in civil legal matters to those who because of their low income would
otherwise be without support.
In addition, she volunteers with the Legal Aid of Society of Louisville and works toward justice
for victims of domestic violence and criminal record expungement clinics so Kentucky residents
can qualify for better housing, obtain employment and work toward a better life situation.
Claudette was selected by the Governor to receive the 2020 Kentucky Volunteer Service Award
at a State Capitol Ceremony for her tireless dedication for legal justice and mentoring
Kentucky’s youth as they pursue their Congressional Award Gold Medal as presented by the
Congressional Award Foundation.
.
https://www.pattonlawpllc.com/
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Mary Jude Wolford, candidate for the Jefferson County,
District Court, Division 15
I have worked as a District Court prosecutor for the Jefferson
County Attorney’s Office for 7 years, handling literally
thousands of cases. Having worked in the courtroom every day, I
know how important it is to be knowledgeable about court
resources and alternative resolutions which may be needed to
deal successfully with District Court victims, witnesses, and
defendants, many of whom are affected by addiction, poverty,
and mental illness, as well as language or cultural barriers.

In my three decades as an attorney, I have also done civil
defense work, served as an Asst. U.S. Attorney, and been the Director of Academic Success at
the University of Louisville Brandeis School of Law. I am endorsed by IBEW Local 369 and
Plumbers, Pipefitters, and Service Technicians Local 502. I have endorsement commitments
from both Teamsters 783 and Teamsters 89.

I grew up in Hikes Point, the youngest of seven children. I attended Ascension grade school,
Sacred Heart Academy, and graduated from Vanderbilt University. I began law school at UofL
Brandeis School of Law, then got married after my first year and transferred to SUNY-Buffalo.
With my extensive experience, I know I can be a strong and sensible judge for Jefferson County,
and I would be humbled and honored to have your vote.

https://www.maryjudewolford.com/
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Ebert Haegele, candidate for the Jefferson County
Circuit Court, Division 4
Ebert is the proud son of a retired police woman and a
school teacher. His parents' dedication to their community
instilled him with a strong belief in the importance of giving
back and living a life of service. It has been his great honor to
serve as an Assistant County Attorney, Special Assistant
United States Attorney, and now as an Assistant
Commonwealth's Attorney.
In 2015, the Louisville Bar Association named him
the Frank E. Haddad Young Lawyer of the year. This award
is presented to an attorney who demonstrates skill, work
ethic, and devotion to client interest. Ebert is the first
prosecutor to ever win this award.
Ebert began his career at the Jefferson County Attorney’s Office, where as an Assistant
County Attorney he advocated for victims of crime and managed large dockets. After joining the
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office, Ebert was assigned to the Narcotics Unit where he currently
serves as Division Chief.
Throughout his career, Ebert has played a key role in groups dedicated to improving our
community and the lives of its citizens. These include: Veterans Treatment Court, Heroin
Investigation Team, Heroin Rocket Docket and LMINTELL: A cooperative between state, local,
and federal agencies combatting the scourge of gun violence in Louisville.
Ebert has served the citizens of Jefferson County at every level of government - county,
state, and Federal. He has continuously worked to improve the effectiveness, fairness, and
accessibility of our justice system and the safety of our community. His experience and his
proven willingness to work hard on behalf of the people of Jefferson County makes him the
judicial candidate Jefferson County needs.
https://ebertforjudge.com/
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Julie Kaelin, candidate for the Jefferson County Circuit
Court, Division 4
After nearly five years as a Public Defender in Louisville,
Julie made the brave step of opening her own law firm. At
the time, there was not a single female attorney practicing
criminal defense in Louisville without a male partner or
associate. Many people told Julie she would not be able to
make it without a male partner, but she did. She is proud to
say the firm flourished and grew.
For 8 years, in both public and private
representation, Julie assisted people charged with crimes,
victims of crimes, domestic violence victims, and others who found themselves in need of a
strong voice. Julie enjoyed an excellent reputation as an attorney who fights hard but fair, and
who makes sure things are done the right way. She had a strong practice in both state and federal
courts, and was known for being an excellent trial lawyer. She taught Trial Practice at the
Brandeis School of Law at U of L for two semesters, and was a faculty member at the
prestigious, annual, two-week National Criminal Defense College in Macon, Georgia.
Over the years, Julie saw inefficiency in how the Courts operate, a need for them to be
more accountable to the public, and a desire to connect citizens with the court system in ways
that benefit everyday people. She bravely decided to run against an incumbent in 2018 - an
incumbent who gave his campaign $100,000 and who had a very well known name. Spending
less than $15,000 and with a slogan of "More Than a Name," Julie ultimately received all major
endorsements in that race, and went on to win the election with 63% of the vote. She was sworn
in as a Jefferson District Court Judge in January, 2019. Courts should work for the people, not
for their own best interest. Julie has worked tirelessly, often facing harsh opposition and
criticism, to make changes that benefit the people of Louisville. Julie is thrilled to be running for
the position of Circuit Court Judge, and will do everything she can to make sure that the system
progresses and that justice prevails.
https://www.kaelinforjudge.com/
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Tracy Davis, candidate for
the Jefferson County Circuit
Court, Division 5
Tracy Evette Davis is a native Louisvillan. She is
the mother of three adult children, Austin, DJ,
and Camryn, and two beautiful grandchildren
who are the apple of her eye. She is a graduate of
DuPont Manual High School, the University of
Kentucky Gatton College of Business, and NKU Salmon P. Chase College of Law.
After graduating Chase College of Law, Tracy opened her own private practice in downtown
Louisville and has practiced for the last eight years throughout the entire state of Kentucky in
District, Circuit, and Family Court. Her practice includes a a wide variety of cases, including
family law matters, cases involving misdemeanor and felony criminal charges, and civil cases.
Tracy has done countless hours of volunteer and pro bono work, advising and representing some
of Louisville’s most vulnerable citizens.
Tracy believes in justice. She has given of herself both personal and professionally in the pursuit
of equity both in and out of the courtroom. From her volunteer work as a board member for the
YMCA of Louisville, American Cancer Society, and Louisville Opera to helping paint high
school locker rooms, making food baskets and feeding the homeless through non-profit
organizations and her sorority Delta Sigma Theta she believes in equal opportunity and giving
back to help the less fortunate and those who may not always have a voice in decisions that
impact their everyday lives.
Having worked in the justice system and litigating in every division in District, Circuit, and
Family Courts in Jefferson County her entire legal career, she has brought a level of compassion,
and commitment to her cases that ensures that each person she represents is treated fairly.
You can depend on her to bring that level of dedication, compassion, and professionalism to the
Circuit Court bench.
https://www.votedavisforjudge.com/
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Mary Shaw, candidate for the Jefferson County Circuit
Court, Division 5
I am a graduate of the University of Louisville. I hold an
Associate Degree in Dental Hygiene, a Bachelor of Science
in Sciences, and a Juris Doctor.

Before taking the bench in January of 2007, I was a Circuit
Court Staff Attorney for sixteen plus years. As a staff
attorney, I researched the law and drafted opinions for
Circuit Court Judges. I was also a District Court Trial
Commissioner for over eleven of those years, setting bail,
hearing emergency protective orders and emergency custody orders, and reviewing probate
settlements. I worked a year in private practice while campaigning for the bench in 2006.

I have been the Circuit Judge in Division Five of the Jefferson Circuit Court for over fifteen
years and love my job. I always treat everyone that comes into my courtroom with respect and
without bias. As a circuit judge, I hear felony criminal cases, civil matters involving disputes of
more that $5,000.00, administrative appeals, and District Court appeals. Several years ago, I had
the pleasure of sitting as a juror on a criminal jury trial, and it was fascinating to see the court
system from a different perspective. For the last fourteen plus years, I have volunteered as a
Drug Court Judge helping people to overcome addiction to drugs and alcohol, which has been
very rewarding.
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Melissa Bellows, candidate for the Jefferson County
Circuit Court, Division 7
Melissa is a graduate of the School of Law at the University of
Kentucky, class of 2005.
She has been an attorney for over 17 years, practicing at times
in both Civil and Criminal Law. Melissa clerked for over 5
years (Fall 2005-winter 2011) for Judge Karen Conrad, in
Oldham, Trimble and Henry counties, gaining invaluable
experience from a Judge's perspective behind the bench.
Melissa later practiced insurance subrogation for Rawlings,
Inc. and Yudkin Law, PLLC from 2011-2014, on the
Plaintiff's side for major insurance companies. Throughout
that experience, she practiced in front of numerous Judges in
over 25 counties across the Commonwealth. In Spring 2018, Melissa served as the Head attorney
of the Louisville office for Lerner, Sampson and Rothfuss, working on the Plaintiff's side,
representing the lenders in both Circuit Civil Court and Federal Bankruptcy Court.
Melissa’s legal style is grounded in the three major pillars of being a qualified judge:
Independence, Integrity and Impartiality. As a judge, she will apply the law fairly and correctly,
with the clear understanding that violent offenders and those who seek to harm others of our
community are not allowed to do so. The judiciary must work with the local police and mental
health facilities to achieve this very basic tenet - that everyone deserves to be safe in this
community, while still giving each person their full and fair right to impartial justice.
In addition to being an attorney, she is a mother of two beautiful children and an Army wife of a
Kentucky Army National Guard Commissioned Officer, Langdon Place Councilman, and
Kentucky Colonel. As the only woman running in her race, it's important that her daughter has
female role models in positions of leadership. She was compelled to run, as she believes we
need more qualified women to make up a more representative judiciary. It's important that
people in positions of power have good sense, and that people with good sense are in positions of
power. Bellows for the Bench!
https://www.facebook.com/BellowsforJudge
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Theodore “Ted” Shouse, candidate for the Jefferson
County Circuit Court, Division 7
My name is Ted Shouse, and I am running for
Circuit Court Judge Division 7. For years, I have
worked to ensure dignity and justice for people in our
courts. In 2020, as people in Jefferson County
protested for justice, I helped to organize a group of
volunteer lawyers to represent people who were
arrested. This is the kind of commitment to justice,
dignity and the rule of law that is needed in our
judges. Our campaign is committed to prioritizing:
•

Systemic change

•

Sentencing Equality

•

Mental Health

For more information about our campaign please visit tedshouseforjudge.com and you can
follow us on social media at @ShouseforJudge on all platforms.

Ted earned his JD at the University of Louisville Brandeis School of Law in 1999. He worked
for the Louisville Jefferson District Public Defender’s Office and the Kentucky Department of
Public Advocacy from 1999-2010. Since 2010 he has been in private practice and focuses on
complex criminal defense in both state and federal court with an emphasis on the defense of
homicides. In the past ten years he has tried multiple murder cases across Kentucky, including
two capital trails. He has also been counsel on several civil cases. Mr. Shouse has also acted as
a trainer at the Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy and an adjunct professor at the
Brandeis School of Law, the University of Kentucky College of Law and the Northern Kentucky
University School of Law.
https://tedshouseforjudge.com/
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Sarah Clay, candidate for the Jefferson County Circuit
Court, Division 9
Sarah Clay earned her Juris Doctorate at the
University of Louisville Brandeis School of Law and
graduated in 2012. She was a staff attorney at the
Louisville Metro Public Defender’s office for the
next four years representing indigent clients in cases
ranging from petty misdemeanors to class A felonies.
Representation included all stages of proceedings
from arraignment to jury trial, as well as appeals from
District to Circuit Court.

Sarah helped Judge Stephanie Pearce Burke launch the Misdemeanor Drug Court program in
Jefferson County in 2015. She has served as a Guardian Ad Litem representing children and
indigent parents in dependency, abuse and neglect actions and termination of parental rights
action in family court. She also served on the planning committee to establish and launch the
Jefferson County Family Recovery Court in 2018.

From 2016 to present, Sarah has worked in solo practice representing clients at the trial court
level and on appeal in criminal defense, personal injury claims, domestic violence cases and
business disputes. She has been awarded the Walker Award for Excellence in Advocacy in 2014
and in 2015 as well as the Frank E. Haddad Young Lawyer of the Year award in 2018.
Sarah Clay has devoted to representing disadvantaged members of our community, providing a
voice to those in need for nearly a decade. She knows that real changes are needed to address
racial and socioeconomic disparities in our justice system. Sarah Clay has been fighting for
equal justice her entire career. She’s ready to take that fight to the bench.

www.sarahclayforjudge.com
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Nichole Compton, candidate for the Jefferson County
Circuit Court, Division 9
Nichole Taylor Compton, a lifetime Louisvillian, knows
the value of Kentucky Pride.
She is proud of her community, sparking her deeply
rooted desire to continue serving the people of Jefferson
County.

The eldest of 8 children, born to a social worker and
electrician, Nichole is no stranger to hard work and
service. Coming from a close-knit Christian family,
Nichole appreciates the challenges that accompany
balancing family and career. She is a working mother and
proud parent of an 18-year-old son. The experience as a
young mother and certified mediator has afforded her
wisdom and knowledge that she draws upon in her daily life as well as when speaking to
parents, young adults and at-risk youth.

Nichole has a Juris Doctor (law degree) and Master in Business Administration from U of L.
Currently, Nichole has owned and continues to run her own law office in Jefferson County,
where her practice touches every level of Kentucky trial courts, the Kentucky Court of
Appeals and federal court. Additionally, Nichole was selected by Judge Eleanore Garber
and then also Judge Donna Delahanty to be a Guardian ad Litem. Further, she is also a
Court-approved Certified Mediator and is a Professional Motivational Speaker on the
national circuit.

As a judge, Nichole is committed to bringing competence and uncompromised fairness to
the bench.
https://www.comptonforjudge.com/about-nichole.html
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Dorislee Gilbert, candidate for the Jefferson County
Circuit Court, Division 10
Dorislee Gilbert graduated from Kentucky State University
and Chicago-Kent College of Law. She has been practicing
law for 20 years. For two years she was the Executive
Director of the Mary Byron Project, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to enhancing justice to end intimate
partner violence. While there, Dorislee led a program
providing appellate legal advocacy to survivors of intimate
partner violence free of charge and created a program
training other attorneys to provide the same service.
Before joining the Mary Byron Project, Dorislee was an Assistant Commonwealth's Attorney in
Louisville for 15 years. She served in the Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Unit, where she
was Deputy Chief for a time, and in the Appellate and Research Division, where she was Chief
and Deputy Chief. Dorislee clerked for Illinois Appellate Court Justice Margaret Stanton
McBride and Kentucky Supreme Court Justice James Keller. She previously worked at the firm
of Arnstein & Lehr in Chicago in its litigation and bankruptcy groups.
Dorislee has handled more than 75 cases in Kentucky's Appellate Courts and has tried more than
25 jury trials. She has written on and trained others regarding appellate practice and procedure,
domestic violence, civil practice and procedure, and trial practice.
Dorislee is married and has two sons. Dorislee is currently running for Jefferson Circuit Court
Judge in Division 10 because she cares deeply about justice in this community. She believes that
having knowledgeable, hardworking, and unbiased judges contributes to safety in our
community, and she is committed to being that kind of judge.
Learn more about Dorislee’s candidacy at www.gilbertforjudge.com.
Dorislee can be reached at dorislee@gilbertforjudge.com.
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Patricia “Tish” Morris, candidate for the Jefferson
County Circuit Court, Division 10
I am comfortable in the courtroom. In addition to
basically growing up in the court system with my
father, Judge Geoffrey “Jeff” Morris, I became an
attorney almost 20 years ago. I have learned and lived
through almost every aspect of the law over those past
20 years. My legal career has led me down the path to
hold many invaluable positions starting as a staff
attorney for Judge McDonald, to a large insurance
defense firm, to heading up a personal injury firm, then
to owning my own firm and finally being part of one of the largest personal injury firms in the
area as head of the litigation department. I have practiced in the areas of criminal defense, civil
litigation, family law, to probate and estates. I have a strong desire for fairness and equality
despite anyone’s race, religion, sexual orientation, socioeconomic position, or gender. I hope to
abide by the laws as outlined by the esteemed lawmakers and add in the element of kindness,
fairness, and hope to all of those that might come before me.
I just successfully tried two civil cases in Jefferson County Circuit Court within the past year
despite COVID. I have litigated over thousands of cases in my career from District Court to
Circuit Court. When I am elected, I promise to uphold the position of Circuit Judge with the
upmost dignity and respect that it deserves. It would be a privilege to serve my community in
this regard. I would be honored and grateful to serve in this position and will do so to the best
of my ability. As my father always said and now it is my mantra as well, “I love the law.”
I have a wonderful husband and 5 children ranging in ages from 1 to 19! And although it can be
chaotic at times, I would not have it any other way. I am avid reader, love to travel and
especially enjoy parenting my wonderful children.
https://tishmorrisforjudge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TishMorrisForCircuitJudge
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